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Rocky Horror Set to Dazzle the San Francisco Stage This Fall

Ray of Light Theatre shakes up the San Francisco musical theatre scene this fall with the cult classic The Rocky Horror Show, October 17th – November 15th at the ornate Victoria Theatre (16th/Mission) - the City’s oldest operating stage. Performances occur Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings at 8pm, with special ‘late-night’ performances Saturdays at 11pm. 

Founded in 2002 by Artistic Director Shane Ray, Ray of Light Theatre knows a thing or two about staging a rock musical, after successful and critically-acclaimed turns with Bat Boy: The Musical in 2005 (which the San Francisco Bay Guardian named one year’s top 10 shows) and again in 2006. This full-blown, rocked-out version of Rocky Horror will feature a live band, eye-popping scenery, lighting and special effects, and the skimpiest costumes this side of North Beach. 
It features a rowdy cast of singers and actors from across the Bay Area, including some familiar faces. ‘Frank ‘N Furter’ Jef Valentine graces the Bay Area stage regularly, makes countless appearances at the legendary Trannyshack and honestly holds the Guinness World Record for the ‘Longest Distance Tap Dance’ (9.6 miles).  ‘Columbia’ Sarah Farrell recently ended a year-long run as spunky lead ‘Margaret’ in the wildly successful Insignificant Others at Pier 39, having originated the role for the show's commercial premiere in 2007. 
Ray of Light’s production of The Rocky Horror Show is directed and choreographed by Los Angeles-based Cate Caplin. Caplin is renowned for her work on stage, television and in films the world over, with more than 100 productions to her credit. Most recently, she has been working with Rita Moreno, and her first feature-film, Mating Dance (which she wrote and directed), is slated for release later this fall. 
The Rocky Horror Show first debuted in 1973 on a small experimental stage in London. A live parody of the classic sci-fi and monster movies of the 40’s and 50’s, it was the brainchild of actor Richard O'Brien and director Jim Sharman. With catchy rock music, larger-than-life characters and a bewildering plot, it was immensely popular with audiences and received widespread critical acclaim. In 1975, the show was made into a motion picture called The Rocky Horror Picture Show which received mixed reviews, but soon attracted a cult-like following at midnight screenings where the audience dressed in gender-bending costumes and shouted banter at the screen. Over time its popularity grew, and it is now the quintessential cult film, with huge international intrigue, yearly conventions and midnight showings in many major cities. 
And Rocky fever is hotter than ever. Locally, two casts perform along with the movie at midnight screenings (one at The Clay in San Francisco, the other in Oakland at The Parkway), often to sell-out crowds. To further stoke the fire and introduce Rocky to a whole new generation, MTV plans to release a re-make of The Rocky Horror Picture Show in 2009. 

For those unaware of the plot of the cult-play-turned-film, dorkish Brad Majors and his prissy bride-to-be, Janet Weiss, stumble into the secluded mansion of Dr. Frank ‘N Furter. It's a special night – the doctor's most recent science project, Rocky, is about to be unveiled. While Rocky cools on the rack, Frank seduces Brad and Janet, and the couple finds that sex really can be fun (even with all the cleanup). Butler Riff Raff and downstairs maid Magenta really run the mansion, and when Frank tries to pull off a sappy Broadway-style production number, they toast him with lasers and kick out the humans…just when the party was getting interesting. But this show isn't really about plot, is it? 
The Victoria Theatre (venue) celebrates its centennial anniversary this year. It was built in 1908 as a vaudeville house, where icons like Mae West performed in the early days. Over the years it became a movie theatre, then a burlesque house, and finally was restored in 1979 to its original glory. This 480-seat treasure is the perfect venue for The Rocky Horror Show: It evokes the gothic beauty of the film and is grand enough for this larger-than life show. In recent years, the Victoria Theatre has hosted the successful rock shows Hedwig and the Angry Inch and Ray of Light’s own Bat Boy: The Musical.

For more Rocky Horror Show information, visit: www.rockysf.com. 
